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ABSTRACT 


The following paper explores the contemporary Western thinking and 
approaches to Islam and the Muslims, especially in the post-colonial period of 
East-West binary relationship. The term Orientalism, as used by the academia in 
the Muslim world, stands for a special attitude and pattern followed by the 
Western scholars in viewing and writing about Islam & the Muslims. 

The term Post-orientalism may be used to explain post-modern or post- 
colonial manifestations of Western thinking about Islam. The classical 
Orientalists on Islam, were European academicians, established writers and 
artists, whereas neo-Orientalists include armed & intelligence forces’ retired 
officers like Sir Hamilton Alexander Rosskeen Gibb (1895-1971) and Bernard 
Lewis (1916-2018). 

The classic orientalist approach about Islam & the Muslims, was reliant on 
a binary logic and based on a claim of moral and cultural superiority over the 
Orient, whereas neo-orientalist attitude originates from Islamophobia; an intense 
fear or hatred against Islam, taken as a geopolitical force. The post-orientalist 
phenomenon has introduced and produced several new narratives such as 
“the clash of civilizations,” the “war of ideas,” the “war on terror,” and “Islamo- 
fascism.” 
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Introduction 

The imperialist powers were forced to change their strategy and the 
action plan all together. As the colonialism was replaced by the 
imperialism, classic orientalism was re-oriented as “Post-orientalism”. It 
was precisely different to the classic orientalism. 

The Post-orientalism gets its threshold from the end of world war II, 
as the UNO came out of its impetus and a new era of imperialism replaced 
old weak colonialism. The same mindset one can see behind the neo- 
orientalist blueprint of Western scholars’ movement regarding Islam and 
the Muslims. 

After world war second, one can see mushrooming of Western Think- 
tanks, emerging and studying Islam & the Muslims with their research 
reports coming on ‘War-footing basis’, under the direct supervision of ex- 
army men or the intelligentsia of war forces. The glaring example is RAND 
Corporation; its foundation, the founder and the first report it published on 
Islam & the Muslims. 

The Backdrop 

Since the time immemorial, human sight & insight have divided the 
elliptic globe into the East & the West. These two sides of the earth are 
attributed to its cosmic revolution around the Sun. The social phenomenon 
defines the geo-political position of east & west. 

The East is represented by great civilizations of Japan, Arab, China 
and Sindh. Major World Religions are the great spiritual gift for whole 
humanity, from the East; as all great religions have their origin in the very 
soul of eastern sphere. The West is enriched with civilizations of ancient 
Greco-Roman tradition and modern English, German & French cultures. 
The ever-great gift from the West to the whole world is modern sciences 


equipped with dynamic technologies. 


The West has been interested in the East since ancient times, ' but the 
phenomenal change took place in Renaissance age and afterwards.* The 
Renaissance age starting from 12" century got matured in 16". This gave a 
new threshold to the revival movement, through Age of Reason & 
Enlightenment in 17™ century, thus revolutionizing modern Philosophy & 
Science. As a result, the modern enlightened West managed to dominate 
the whole world of knowledge and power all around. 

In fact, the Western intrusion to the East has been one of the 
outcomes of Western Renaissance, through discovery first and mastery 
afterwards. During the age of discovery from 15™ to 17" century, the 
colonial strategy has paved its way. The purposeful voyages of ambitious 
individuals,’ recognized the trade exchequers in the Eastern world. 

In 1600 the British, East India Company started its mercantile work 
in the sub-continent, thus initiating the first step of Colonialism. The 
Western nations sprang out of their native centers and started holding 
their sway, which expanded to two third of the world, getting to the 
twentieth century’. Indeed, they learned politics through economics. 

After rising & shining in the East, several Western intellectuals and 
writers started taking interest in studying cultural heritage of the east, 


keeping Islam in focus.” The academic interest of the Western intellectuals 
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in Eastern cultures, is named as Orientalism. The Orientalist Movement 
focusing Islam, assumed an academic penetration to Islamic ideology, that 
ripened into skepticism about original & basic sources of Islam & its 


cultural ideology. 


The inside of Colonialism 

The observation by well-known theorist on Orientalism, Edward Said 
(1935-2003), seems most of the time apt to the Western studies on Islam, 
when he opines that, Orientalism (should be taken) as a Western style for 
dominating, restructuring, and having authority over the Orient.°...and 
this was quite with a moral claim of being superior to the East and eastern 
civilization. 

Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) in his poem “The White Man’s 
Burden”, claims the same’. This legacy from the Romans, might be rightly 
maintained partially, but the East will never accept as it is. 
The missionary class started studying Qur’an in 12" century, with a special 
vested interest. The best example in this regard, has been the earliest 
translation of the Qur'an into a Western language having title of Lex 
Mahumet pseudoprophete. 
The translator Robert (1110 — 1160) of Ketton was appointed by Abbot of 
Cluny (Eastern France), Peter the Venerable (1092 — 1156), who was head 
of a monastery. The purpose was aiding the religious conversion of 
Muslims to Christianity’. The same was edited in 1543 at Basel by a Swiss 
Orientalist Theodore Bibliander (1509 - 1564). 

The American Professor Thomas E. Burman points out: It abounds in 


inaccuracies and misunderstandings, and was inspired by hostile intention; 
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nevertheless it served as the foundation of the earliest translations into 
modem European idioms. The scholarly consensus had been that the text 
was unreliable.’ 

During early middle ages, the hostile environment between Islam & 
Christianity'° was imbued with conflict and retaliation against emerging 
Islam. After the Crusades in 11™ & 12" centuries, the hostile environment 
between Islam & the West started subsiding. The scholars started a 
translation movement, reproducing Islamic and Greek sources into Latin 
language. A new class of Arabist scholars, known to the Islamic world as 
Orientalists. 

The first phase of classic orientalism contributed to the Western 
Renaissance (12" -16" Century) positively. The history stands testimony to 
the fact that the origins of the revival were Islamic & Greek knowledge, re- 
translated into European languages. The rise of institutions and universal 
education brought a soft revolution in the revival and reformation 
movements. 

On the other side, after the Renaissance, the Phenomenon of 
Colonialism produced its counterpart orientalism, which created a less 
hostile but cynical critique of Islamic thought & culture. Reaching to its 
height in 19™ & 20" centuries it was a classic systematic movement against 
Islamic civilization. 

The inside of Post-colonialism 
The classic Orientalism became a corporate institution for dealing 


with the Orient.'' However, the resistance against western dominance 
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through colonist regime, created a counter revolution resulting into 
Western retreat from the East. Edward Said puts in his words as: 
Yet it was the case nearly everywhere in the non-European 
world that the coming of the white man brought forth some sort 
of resistance. What I left out of Orientalism was that response to 
Western dominance which culminated in the great movement of 
decolonization all across' the Third World.'” 
It is therefore clear that the Colonialism was a global project, initiated by 
the Western nations to capture lands, belonging to other weaker nations, 
and to command their socio-political systems upon indigenous people and 
their resources. On the other side, 
Decolonization is about “cultural, psychological, and economic 
freedom” for indigenous people with the goal of achieving 
indigenous sovereignty... 
Decolonization, being an outcome of resistance, raised by the colonized 
and marginalized entities, coerced Western powers to rethink their 
intentions, or at least revisit their strategy. The later became the option and 
the imperial scheme was created. The second half of twentieth century 
witnessed gradual wrapping up of colonial regime and the neo- 
imperialism set in motion. 

It was a new plan to grasp the old prey, in the name of cultural and 
economic ‘refinement’. The classic Orientalist Academia transformed their 
whole program and the speculated objectives.'* The Korean Professor 
Tobias, explains it rightly as: 

After World War I, only four conferences have been held, and 


again in Paris in 1973, the congress changed its name from the 
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International Congress of Orientalists to the International 

Congress of Human Sciences in Asia and North Africa, marking a 

new beginning and a crucial change in international political 

ontology.’ 

Neo-colonialist mindset is remote-control economic system that 
arrests a client - nation in its political shackles, without colonizing it 
physically. The Marxist leader of anti-capitalist Russia, Vladimir Lenin 
(1870 -1924) has rightly analyzed as saying: 

The principal feature of the latest stage of capitalism is the 

domination of monopolist associations of the big employers. 

These monopolies are most firmly established when a// the 

sources of raw materials are captured by one group, and we have 

seen with what zeal the international capitalist associations exert 

every effort to deprive their rivals of all opportunity of 


competing, to buy up, for example, iron-fields, oilfields, etc...... 


He links this strategy with capitalist imperial policy as: 
Since we are speaking of colonial policy in the epoch of capitalist 
imperialism, it must be observed that finance capital and its 
foreign policy, which is the struggle of the great powers for the 
economic and political division of the world, give rise to a 
number of transitional forms of state dependence. Not only are 
the two main groups of countries, those owning colonies, and the 
colonies themselves, but also the diverse forms of dependent 
countries which, politically, are formally independent, but in 
fact, are enmeshed in the net of financial and diplomatic 


dependence typical of this epoch.'® 


15 Hiibinette, Tobias, “Orientalism past and present The Stockholm Journal of East 
Asian Studies, No. 13, 2003, p. 73-80 
16 Lenin (1999) Imperialism. The Highest Stage of Capitalism, p: 87, 89. 


The second half of twentieth century, declared a reaction & retaliation 
on behalf of the nations, which had remained under the hegemony of 
European nations, especially against the British Raj. The organized 
movements of resistance, in the name of national freedom, defined a new 
dimension of East-West binary, in the post-colonial era. 

Though few scholars opine (like Hamid Dabashi (2009) in Post-Orientalism) 
that the Post-orientalism starts after nine-eleven, one can see scholars like 
British Bryon S. Turner" discover its origin in the second half of twentieth 


century, in his Marx and the End of Orientalism. 


17 Turner, S. Bryan (1978) Marx and the End of Orientalism, New York: Routledge 
Revivals, p: 1-81, www.tobiashubinette.se/orientalism.pdf, Retrieved on March 4, 
2018, at10.30 PM 


